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Through the Eyes of a Child 
 

Workshop Schedule for Thursday, November 8, 2018 

 
Thursday, November 8 
 

8:00  Doors are open 

 Pick up Registration Packets at the Bridge Café on the lower level of the   
           Church. Look for the red Welcome flags. 
 Light snack options available in the Dining Hall  
 Displays and Vendors in the Fellowship Hall 

 

8:45—10:00   

 Gathering and Announcements in the Sanctuary 
 Keynote Address by our featured presenter, Cheryl Wolfe 

 

10:00—10:30  

 Break for refreshments in the Dining Hall  
 Displays and Vendors’ Booths are open in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

10:30—12:00  SESSION 1 in your assigned classroom 

 

 

12:00—12:45  Lunch served in the Dining Hall 

 

 

12:45—2:15            SESSION 2 in your assigned classroom 

 

 

The Displays and the Vendors’ booths will be open until 3:00 today. 
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Through the Eyes of a Child 
 

Workshop Schedule for Friday, November 9, 2018 

 

Friday, November 9 

 

8:00  Doors are open  

 Pick up Registration Packets at the Bridge Café on the lower level of the  
          Church. Look for the red Welcome Flags. 
 Light snack options available in the Dining Hall  
 Displays and Vendors in the Fellowship Hall 

 

9:00—10:00 

 Gathering and Announcements in the Sanctuary 
 Keynote Address by our featured presenter, Joy Warner 

 

10:00—10:30  

 Break for refreshments in the Dining Hall 
 Displays and Vendors’ Booths are open in the Fellowship Hall 

 

10:30—12:00  SESSION 3 in your assigned classroom 

 

12:00—12:45  Lunch served in the Dining Hall 

 

12:45—2:15   SESSION 4 in your assigned classroom 

 

 

 

The Displays and the Vendors’ booths will be open until Session 4 begins. 
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Weekday Workshop Committee Members 

 
 

JoAnn Clifton    Wesley Memorial UMC   High Point 

 

Pam Cook    St. Francis UMC              Charlotte 

 

Nancy Cork    Davidson UMC              Davidson 

 

Tammy Henry   Central UMC               Asheville 

 

Barbara Jackson   Retired from Matthews UMC  Matthews 

 

Kim Myers    First UMC               High Point 

 

Susan Sumpter   Retired from Wesley Memorial UMC High Point 

 

Debbie Swartzel   Retired from Williamson’s Chapel UMC Hickory 
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Through the Eyes of a Child 

 
Sessions 1 and 2 are on Thursday. 

                                 Sessions 3 and 4 are on Friday. 
 

You will find a biographical sketch of each presenter following the Workshop descriptions. 

 
The Art of Observation—and Science of Knowing Each Child              Cheryl Wolfe 

Observation offers insight into the mind of a child, and understanding each child is 
necessary to improve educational equity, instruction, and overall student outcomes.  
While casually watching a child can provide helpful information, meaningful observation 
requires both creative skill and scientific knowledge—producing broader multifactorial 
perspective, and better outcomes.  Through power point, self-assessment and dialogue, 
we’ll explore the components necessary in the art and science of observation. 

Session 3                    For teachers of all age groups and Directors  

  

Artsy Math                     Dawn Miller 

In this hands-on, make and take workshop, teachers will create art projects that integrate 
a variety of math concepts.  We will be shopping in the “Snowman Store”, sorting cookies 
with the community chef and much more.  All activities will be differentiated for age levels 
and seasons.   

Sessions 1 and 4                    For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 

 

Artsy Science          Dawn Miller 

Gravity painting, chromatic butterflies and trees, exploding rainbows…WHAT??!   In this 
hands-on, make and take workshop, teachers will explore ways to integrate science and 
art throughout the year.  Participants will create beautiful works of art to share with their 
students, each differentiated to meet goals and needs of various age levels. 

Sessions 2 and 3            For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 
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Autism and Classroom Success                       Jennifer Waid 

Autism is diagnosed in 1 out of every 68 children in the US.  Children are most often 
diagnosed during their preschool and early elementary years.  How can we support the 
children in our classrooms who are diagnosed with Autism or appear to qualify for the 
diagnosis?  In this course, we will discuss facts about Autism.  In addition, a multitude of 
practical strategies for classroom success—including preventing meltdowns and 
improving attention/participation in classroom activities—will be presented.  Finally, we 
will discuss how we can support families as they go through the process of diagnosis. 

Session 3    For teachers of 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 

 

“Booking” it Through Circle                     Sidney McCrory 

Make books come alive as preschoolers interact with their minds, hands, and voices. 
Throwing letters??  Stand up plays and hippos all brought into circle to teach children 
words, concepts, and more.  Come make new things to take back to your class and liven 
up circle time! 

Sessions 3 and 4         For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s (TK) 

 

Books that Boogie and Stories that Sing           Meleah Farlow 

Giraffes that Dance, Animals that Boogie, and Very Busy Spiders are among the many 
characters that bring music to the classroom.   Discover new books that sing as well as 
old favorites that have been adapted to music.  The imagination that develops through 
reading books is enhanced through singing, dancing, and interpretive movement. 

Sessions 1 and 4                      For teachers of 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s (TK) 

 

Bookworm Art: Creating Art Work Inspired by Children’s Books    Jennifer McMasters        

This workshop will show how pairing books with art projects can build interest and 
understanding in your classroom.  Participants will create four art projects in a hands-on 
workshop as well as participate in a group discussion.  Ideas will be presented for art 
projects which accompany favorite preschool books by such authors as Eric Carle, Kevin 
Lewis, Dr. Seuss, and Ezra Jack Keats. 

Sessions 1 and 2                   For teachers of all age groups 
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Circle Time:  Beyond “The Itsy Bitsy Spider”                   Linda Hamilton 

Circle Time:  Love it or leave it?  Learn to love it and your children will, too.  Circle Time 
provides a unique opportunity for directed teaching in the course of the preschool day.  
Achieving that sweet spot between boring and boisterous is a challenge easily met by 
weaving your themes through circle.  Join us for hands-on participation as we explore 
ideas for management, timing, resources, and curriculum integration, and see just how 
productive and engaging Circle Time can be! 

Sessions 2 and 3               For teachers of 3’s and 4’s 

 

 

C-YOGA    C-GROWTH                                CeCe Biesecker 

This workshop will focus on giving teachers the tools to use yoga techniques in the 
preschool classroom.  Yoga at an early age encourages self-esteem and body awareness 
in a physical activity.  Yoga for preschoolers fosters cooperation and compassion instead 
of opposition.  Physically it enhances their flexibility, strength, coordination and body 
awareness.  Children’s sense of calmness, concentration, and relaxation improves.  
Participants who take the Yoga class will learn specific Asanas or postures to use in the 
preschool classroom.   

Sessions 1 and 3                     For teachers of 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s (TK) 

 

 

C-YOGA  C-PEACE                     CeCe Biesecker 

This workshop will provide steps and movements to help with de-stressing the mental, 
physical, and emotional bodies of those that work in the education field.  It will help provide 
for healthier, happier living within to promote healthier, happier living to those we teach.   

Session 2 and 4                        For all Preschool Staff Members 
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Directors’ Roundtable                                         Kim Myers 

The Directors’ Roundtable is BACK!!  Each of the four sessions will take a look at a 
different topic of interest/concern for half-day preschools.   You may choose one session, 
all four sessions, or any combination of them all.   Gather with other Directors as we 
discuss issues and the day-to-day dilemmas we all find ourselves in as Preschool 
Directors.  Session 1 will take a look at the half-day Preschool’s role in the ever-changing 
concept of childcare, what we are doing to stay competitive in a market full of options, 
and what are the things we are trying that are different?   Session 2 will be a discussion 
of personnel issues.  Session 3 will be all about curriculum—just what should we be 
teaching and what are we teaching?   Session 4 will conclude the day with “everything 
but the kitchen sink”.    In each of the sessions, come prepared with the ONE question 
that you would like answered. 

Sessions 1, 2, 3, and 4                          For Directors 

 

 

Executive What?—Executive Function, Self-Regulation and Resilience—Hot  
Topics/Cool Activities!                                                                            Cathie Broocks 

Learn about the partnership growing between neuroscience and education.  This 
workshop will include term definitions, ideas for class structure, teacher responses and 
age-appropriate activities—all vital components of “readiness skills”. 

Sessions 2 and 4            For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 

 

 

Fine Motor Fun                                               Jennifer Waid 

Activities, activities, activities!  You will leave this session with numerous activities that 
you can implement in your classroom immediately using materials you probably already 
have on hand.  The presenter will also discuss developmental milestones and the 
necessary components for building excellent fine motor and eye-hand coordination skills 
in your children so that you understand the “why” behind the activities you choose. 

Session 2                     For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 
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From Bookshelf to Church Chat                          Jenny Reilly 

Weekday Worship, Church Chat, Chapel Time—no matter what you call it—there are so 
many resources out there that can connect young minds with God’s word.  Everyday 
books that you may already have in your classroom, resource books, and more will be 
shared.  There will also be some time to begin working on church chats for your own 
setting.   Have some great resources you use?  Bring your list so that we can learn 
together and build our bookshelf! 

Sessions 1 and 4    For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

 

From Precociousness to Positivity:  What do we (want to) see in our children?       

Stuart Marcovitch and Janet Bosovski 

 How do we achieve the balance between optimism and realism in the education and 
development of preschool children?  What are some key approaches for success in the 
classroom and beyond?  We will summarize classic and cutting-edge research on child 
development, focusing in part on characteristics that are usually seen as favorable (i.e. 
precocious behavior and a positive outlook) but that can be hurdles to development if 
we fail to navigate them appropriately.  Within this context, we will address specific 
strategies that can be used to foster social, emotional, and cognitive skills in and out of 
the classroom.  

Sessions 2 and 4    For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

Get on Board:  Story Train Activities for Early Reading/Writing Success       Susie Wilde 

Preschool Educators seeking innovative methods for early reading and writing 
experiences will learn to analyze recently published children’s books and compose stories 
with playful hands-on activities as they experiment with the visual teaching metaphor of 
a Story Train.    

Sessions 1 and 3                  For teachers of 4’s and 5’s (TK) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKDAY WORKSHOP – PAGE 10 

 

 

God’s World is a Science Lab                           Jenny Reilly 

God’s world is amazing!  Simple science experiments can make the world even more 
exciting for young children and help them better understand Biblical concepts.   Come 
ready to experiment and see God’s world in a bright, exciting way that makes the Bible 
and God’s word come alive! 

Sessions 2 and 3               For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

Gross Motor Groovin’                                            Jennifer Waid 

“I’m too tired!”  Is this a statement you hear too often during school?  Do you have students 
who are lying down in circle time rather than sitting up and listening?  Do you have 
children who are struggling with fine motor skills and no matter how much practice you 
give them, they still can’t seem to make significant improvements?  Our society is 
becoming more and more sedentary—and that includes our kids!  Let’s get our children 
up and moving!  Developing gross motor skills like core strength, upper body strength, 
and balance in fun and exciting ways will enhance many aspects of development for the 
kids in your classroom. 

Session 4          For teachers of 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 5’s (TK) and Directors 

 

 

“Hands” On Art                       Sidney McCrory 

Pre-writing skills come alive when preschoolers use their hands daily.  Come learn to 
make Art not only a fun experience but a muscle-building, mind growing, magical 
experience!   Take home as much art as you can in this hands-on Preschool Art Class! 

Sessions 1 and 2                   For teachers of 3’s, 4’s and 5’s (TK) 

 

Handwriting:  What is Developmentally Appropriate?                           Heidi Tringali 

When is it developmentally appropriate to give a child a pencil?  How much writing should 
preschoolers do?   What is the best handwriting curriculum for preschoolers?  Come to 
this workshop and you will have all these questions and more answered. 

Sessions 1 and 3          For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, 5’s (TK) and Directors 
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“I Am Teaching Reading!”                 Cathie Broocks 

This session will offer an intentional look at strategies and activities which prepare little 
ones for reading—in developmentally appropriate and joyful ways!  Introduction to new 
books to use, a vocabulary to assuage anxious parents and full literacy lesson plans will 
be shared. 

Sessions 1 and 3                         For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

Jump Start Art—Encouraging Process Art            Jennifer McMasters 

Are you doing more art than your students?  Are you tired of all the cutting and instructing 
you are doing in the classroom to get cute art work to send home to the parents?  This 
hands-on workshop is designed to teach you how to encourage independence in your 
students’ art work.  Great ideas for process art will be demonstrated and the value of 
process art will be discussed.  So, stop churning out cookie-cutter art and start letting 
your little artists’ creativity shine! 

Sessions 3 and 4                   For teachers of all age groups 

 

Language Development and Communication in Infants and Toddlers:   What Are 
They Talking About?                                                        Jennifer Anderson 

It starts with crying, cooing and babbling, and then you finally hear it, their first words! 
Sharing those language milestone moments can be some of our best experiences as 
infant and toddler teachers.  During this workshop, you will learn more about the 
development of language and communication for children birth to three; the research that 
links relationships to language learning in the first three years; and strategies to support 
development in this domain for all infants and toddlers, including dual language learners.  
In addition, participants will have a chance to discuss and share their ideas about the 
importance of talking to, singing with, and reading to infants and toddlers to foster a life 
time of language and learning.   

Session 2         For teachers of Infants and Toddlers 

 

Let’s Play!  Musical Games and Activities                     Meleah Farlow 

Need some fresh new ideas for games that can be played inside or outside?  I will bring 
along the balls, hula-hoops and parachutes for some exciting games and activities that 
are appropriate for children ages 2 through 5.  Be prepared to come play with me! 

Sessions 2 and 3              For teachers of 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 5’s (TK) 
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More Than Just Routine:  Turn Everyday Infant-Toddler Moments into 
Extraordinary                                                                                     Jennifer Anderson 

What does the word “curriculum” mean to you?  If teaching skills and planning projects 
are the first ideas that come to mind, then this workshop will open your eyes to a new way 
of thinking about infant-toddler “curriculum”.  Infant and toddler teachers spend a large 
part of the day engaged in routine caregiving responsibilities.  These are key learning 
times!  Participants will gain an understanding of why routines are essential to 
“curriculum” for infants and toddlers.  Participants will learn how responsive and respectful 
“one-on one” caregiving routines are opportunities for building relationships and learning.          

Session 1        For teachers of Infants and Toddlers 

 

Play—A Science Lab to the Young Growing Mind             Cheryl Wolfe 

Play is often misunderstood and often falsely accused of “wasting valuable instructional 
time.”  When properly understood and defined, play reveals an amazing, complex and 
purposeful link to brain development—validating its worth to the most skeptical observer.  
Play is a powerful tool and provides opportunity to actively guide and frame children’s 
curiosity and their natural desire for exploration.   Participants in this workshop will leave 
with new ways of describing the work of children’s play and the importance of play in 
supporting and cultivating community and lifelong learning. 

Sessions 2 and 4    For Teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

The Power of Play:  How Play is Saving Childhood              Andrea DePhillips 

Come and get your play on in an active, hands-on workshop that will keep you alert and 
engaged!  Educators often face great pressure to teach children in a way that asks more 
of them, earlier and faster than ever before.   This workshop presents research on why 
children need rich, varied opportunities to play and explore if we want them to become 
lifelong learners.  An active workshop that supports early childhood educators in their 
value of play, and the need to provide intentional curriculum that appreciate the ages and 
stages of children.  A play-centered approach lays foundations for later academic learning 
and research shows that children from a play-focused preschool are happier and more 
successful.   Come learn and play with us! 

Session 3                   For Teachers of all age groups and Directors    

  

 

  

 



WEEKDAY WORKSHOP – PAGE 13 

 

Process Art—A Path to Creativity             Kelly Morlacci 

Free-flowing, student centered, highly creative—these are just a few of the words used 
to describe process art.  Learn how to provide opportunities for your little ones to explore 
and experiment with a variety of art tools and mediums all without a predetermined 
outcome!   The results can be amazing!   

Session 1          For teachers of 3’s, 4’s and 5’s (TK)     

 

Say What?  Language and Literacy Development Made Fun and Simple 

                                             Andrea  DePhillips                        

Participants will learn how early literacy development relies on quality speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing experiences.  A hands-on workshop where participants will review 
the components of early literacy and engage in a variety of activities to help provide new 
ideas for their classroom in hopes of igniting a love of literacy in their students.   

Session 2                          For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

 

Sensory Processing in the Classroom                               Jennifer Waid 

Do you have a child in your classroom who just can’t sit still—ever?  Falls out of his chair?  
Unintentionally knocks over his friends?   Or maybe you have a student who cowers under 
the table if someone new enters the room?  Flinches when you touch her?  Covers her 
ears and cries during music?  In this class, you will learn about sensory processing—what 
it is, behaviors that are normal, and those that are not, fun activities to use with all kids to 
enhance sensory development, and strategies to help children with Sensory Processing 
Disorder succeed in your classroom. 

Session 1          For teachers of all age groups 
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Social/Emotional Milestones—Birth to 36 Months—Building Blocks for Future Learning 

 Jennifer Anderson 

First everything is “mine” and then children learn to take turns, and eventually they learn 
to share.  For infants and toddlers, this learning happens through relationships and 
includes developing a sense of self, a sense of self with others, and learning about 
feelings.  All children need an emotionally secure environment that supports health 
development in this learning domain.  This workshop examines social/emotional 
competence as a vital component of later school readiness.  Participants will learn how a 
responsive caregiver can help the youngest of our children form secure attachments, 
learn to navigate feelings and emotions, and begin to development self-regulation and 
social skills, the building blocks for future learning.  

Session 3         For teachers of Infants and Toddlers                      

 

Solving All Behavior Problems                                    Bob Egelson 

In this workshop participants will learn what causes an unwanted behavior, review the 
best solutions based on simple analysis, and then fine tune the intervention, and teach a 
replacement behavior. 

Sessions 1 and 3               For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

 

Talking to Parents When It’s Not About Academics                   Heidi Tringali  
It is easier to talk to parents about letters, numbers, or pre-reading skills than it is to talk 
about behavior, social skills, or developmental concerns.  This workshop provides tips, 
tools, and strategies for having these more challenging parent conversations. 

Sessions 2 and 4    For teachers of all age groups and Directors 
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Temperaments of Infants and Toddlers:  Understanding and Supporting Individual 
Differences                                                                              Jennifer Anderson 

We all have our own way of adapting and responding to the world around us. Are you 
distractible or persistent, sensitive or easy going?  These characteristics describe 
temperament.  During this workshop, we’ll learn about 9 temperament traits and 3 large 
categories used to describe most infants and toddlers.  Strategies on how to care for 
children based on their temperament type will be shared.  We will also discuss the 
“goodness of fit” between your own temperament and the infants and toddlers in your 
care and explore the world of culture as it relates to temperament.  By understanding 
temperament, caregivers can provide the supports needed to help every infant and 
toddler feel safe and secure in the child care setting. 

Session 4                                       For teachers of Infants and Toddlers 

 

Think, Wonder, Risk:  Activities to Encourage Child-Centered Learning        Susie Wilde 

In classrooms across the country, children struggle to think, wonder, and risk.  This 
workshop combines examining current books with two easy, instantly applicable activities 
that take students directly into higher order thinking. 

Sessions 2 and 4           For teachers of 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s (TK) 

 

Transitions: Tools and Tips to Manage Those Tricky Times       Linda Hamilton 

Do you dread cleaning up…lining up…any kind of changing up?  Transitions, from activity 
changes to traveling, can be challenging for young children.  With an emphasis on the 
power of music and the strength of interactive teacher-child communications, this 
workshop will provide you with ways to work through the trickiest times in the preschool 
day.    

Sessions 1 and 4                        For teachers of 3’s and 4’s 

 

The Unique World of Transitional Kindergarten                                    Kelly Morlacci 

Beyond the four’s class, some children benefit from an additional year in Transitional 
Kindergarten.   But what does this special year look like?  How does it build upon four-
year-old skills yet remain a preschool program?   Come join an experienced TK teacher 
who will share instructional lessons and organizational ideas.   Participants will leave with 
an assortment of new ideas!    

Session 2                                           For TK teachers 
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Why Children Tantrum—How to help them resolve the tantrums!            Bob Egelson    

Participants in this workshop will learn the cause of most tantrums, and ways to teach 
children to get what they want without having tantrums.  Handouts will review why 
tantrums occur and how to successfully address them. 

Sessions 2 and 4    For teachers of all age groups and Directors 

 

Wonderfully Made—The WOW of Development in the Early Years        Cheryl Wolfe  

Why do they behave the way they do?  Early childhood behaviors, when viewed 
scientifically, provide valuable insights into the developing brain.   This knowledge is 
essential in creating supportive environments, appropriate instruction and overall 
guidance to the growing child.  Participants will be surprised and encouraged by this fresh 
perspective, where behavior (sometimes called misbehavior) is viewed as a guide to 
understanding the mind of the growing child. 

Session 1      For teachers of all age groups and Directors 
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Presenters’ Bios 

Jennifer Anderson is an Infant-Toddler Specialist in Region 11.  Jennifer has a Masters in Early Childhood 
Education and also a BK license.   She has worked in Child Care for many years in a variety of settings.  
Jennifer has two children, 2 cats, and a dog. 

Cece Biesecker is a Registered Yoga Teacher at the Advanced Level and a Certified Fitness and Personal 
Trainer.  Cece is also a former teacher with a Masters of Arts degree in Teaching.  She is the owner and 
director of C Change Studio in High Point.  Cece is the proud mother of four young boys, who have all 
attended the Wesley Memorial Preschool Program.   

Dr. Janet Boseovski is an Associate Professor of Psychology at UNCG.  She is originally from Canada 
and earned her Bachelor of Science from the University of Toronto, her M.A. at McGill University, and her 
PhD in Developmental Psychology at Queen’s University, all in Canada.  Her expertise is in social 
judgements and decision making in preschool to elementary school age children. 

Cathie Broocks has over 35 years in Early Education including teaching (3’s, 4’s, PreK and K), Preschool 
Director, and Admissions Administrator in two JK—12 private schools.  Currently she works as an 
independent consultant, providing educational seminars for teachers and parents.  Her firm provides 
research-based, developmentally focused and Biblically anchored programs.  Her goal is to provide a 
variety of ways to introduce little ones to the joy of learning. 

Andrea DePhillips holds a B.S. in Early Childhood Education and a M.Ed. in Reading and has been 
dedicated to early childhood education for nearly 20 years.   She has taught a range of ages in a variety of 
settings.  Andrea started out teaching in elementary school, then taught in the Education Department at 
Belmont Abbey College, and most recently worked as a preschool curriculum specialist.  She enjoys 
working with both children and teachers, which led her to create Teaching Together, an educational 
consulting company.  When she is not leading teacher or parent workshops, she runs a STEAM Lab for a 
Charlotte Preschool and leads Messy Kids classes and camps for young children. 

Bob Egelson is a retired psychologist who spent over 30 years successfully working with children under 
the age of six who had challenging behavior.  Examples of children’s issues he has worked with include the 
following:  Autism, intellectual disabilities, selective mutism, anxiety, foster children, attachment disorders, 
self-injury,  depression, severe tantrums, lack of communication skills, lack  of social skills, hearing 
impaired, biting, hitting and breaking things. 

Meleah Farlow is the owner of Baby Grand Music Instruction, LLC.  Baby Grand consists of both preschool 
music and movement classes and private music instruction.  Meleah has been teaching preschoolers since 
1999 and has been performing since the age of four!  She has developed many original songs and activities 
and also incorporates familiar songs into her classes.  She loves to teach teachers and is excited about 
sharing some of her “tricks of the trade” in a fun, educational and active manner.   

Linda Hamilton has a BA in Early Childhood Education from James Madison University and a MEd from 
Queens College.  Linda has 40 years teaching experience in early childhood settings and Elementary 
schools in a variety of states across the country.  Linda is passionate about hands-on integrated curriculum 
for young children.  She says that her six grandchildren under the age of five remind her every day how 
important appropriate early childhood experiences are. 

Sidney McCrory is the Director of First UMC Preschool in Waynesville, NC.  This is her tenth year as 
Director of the Preschool.  Sidney was one of our Keynote Speakers in 2016 and has taught at the 
Conference for the past five years.  She is one of our most popular presenters.   She graduated from 
Mississippi State University, earning degrees in Fine Arts and Secondary Education.  She has taught 3, 4, 
and 5-year-olds in preschool and 5th and 6th grades in Elementary School.   Sidney has also illustrated a 
Young Adult novel and several cookbooks.  Sidney is married and has three adult daughters, a teenaged 
son and a beautiful two-year-old granddaughter. 
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Dr. Stuart Marcovitch is from Montreal, Canada.  He received a B.Sc. at McGill University and an MA/Ph.D 
from the University of Toronto.  He moved to North Carolina in 2004 and has been on the faculty of UNCG 
since that time.  He assumed the role of Department Head at UNCG in 2014.   

Jennifer McMasters holds a B.A. and a Masters in English and a NC Teacher Certification.  She has had 
the pleasure of teaching art classes to Toddlers through Pre-K at University City UMC for 11 years.  She 
has taught several workshops on creating process art.  She is a loving mother to three art-loving boys. 

Dawn Miller is a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree in Early Childhood Education.   Dawn has 
been a teacher at Wesley Memorial School for 12 years and has worked to create a fun, hands-on 
curriculum for the children in her classes.   

Kelly Morlacci is entering her 33rd year of teaching.  Kelly is certified in Math, Science, and Gifted 
Education.  During her career, Kelly has taught in both Preschools and Public Schools. 

Kim Myers is the Director of Child Enrichment at First United Methodist in High Point and has recently 
accepted the role of Children’s Ministry Coordinator for Nursery and Preschool.  Kimberly says that she has 
been blessed to be a part of Child Enrichment at FUMC for 21 years.   

Jenny Reilly is the Director of Christian Education at Salem United Methodist in Denver, NC.  Jenny holds 
BA degrees in Math and Religion from Greensboro College and a Master of Arts in Christian Education 
from Pfeiffer University.  Her experiences include being a Preschool Director, an Afterschool Director, a 
Director of Children’s Ministry, and a Director of Christian Education, working with children of all ages in 
these endeavors.  Jenny is a workshop and retreat leader for district conferences and local church events.  
Jenny was one of our Keynote speakers at the 2016 conference.     

Heidi Tringali has been an Occupational Therapist for over 25 years, specializing in pediatrics and school- 
based OT. 

 Jennifer Waid is a Pediatric Occupational Therapist.  For over 20 years, Jennifer has practiced in a variety 
of settings including a special needs daycare, inpatient child psychiatry, and private practice.  She now 
owns a small company called Play ‘n’ Progress, PLLC.   Through Play ‘n’ Progress, Jennifer runs a series 
of developmental enrichment groups for 3, 4, and 5 (TK) year old preschool classrooms.  Jennifer is the 
mother of three children. 

Susie Wilde, M.Ed is a literacy specialist who unites reading, thought and wonder.  As an author, writer, 
teacher, and presenter, she is currently the children’s book columnist for the Raleigh News and Observer 
and Charlotte Observer.  Find out more about this presenter on her website ignitingwriting.com. 

Joy Warner is the founder and Executive Director of Community School of Davidson.  Joy holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Elementary Education (K-5) from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a 
Masters degree in Education Administration from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  She has 
been a classroom teacher, a university faculty member, and served on the National Curriculum Team at 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Education.   Before founding CSD, Joy was a National 
Consultant and presenter for the National Basic School Network.  Joy has been married for 27 years and 
has two children.  We will enjoy Joy’s Keynote address on Friday. 

Cheryl Wolfe has been involved in early childhood education for 30+ years in her roles as a momma, home 
educator, director of admission, movement/dance class teacher and now grams.  Since 2005 Cheryl has 
worked as a consultant and as a presenter/instructor with the Gessell Institute of Child Development.  She 
has worked across the US, as well as in Costa Rica, Chile, and South Africa—having observed over 1,500 
children and trained over 500 professionals/parents.  She holds a BS in Psychology and is currently 
pursuing graduate work.   Cheryl is known for her unique and diverse perspective in understanding children 
and the messages they communicate through their behavior.    We are pleased that Cheryl will be our 
Keynote Speaker on Thursday.    
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Conference Costs 

 

 

United Methodist Church staff attending one day   $50.00 

United Methodist Church staff attending both days  $85.00 

Non-UMC staff attending one day     $55.00 

Non-UMC staff attending both days     $95.00 

 

We are not able to give any refunds. 

 

You will be able to pay online using a credit card or you may send a 
check to: 

  Carol Bateman 

WNCC Office                                                                    

PO Box 2757 

 Huntersville, NC 28070-2757 

 

Registrations are not confirmed until payment is received.  You will be 
immediately confirmed if you are paying by credit card. 
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Hotel Information 
 

We have reserved a block of rooms with the Hilton Garden Inn, Greensboro Airport and 
have gotten a special rate for our attendees.  It is an almost new hotel and it is easy to 
get to Wesley Memorial from the hotel. 

There are other hotels in the area that you can call on your own, but we do not have any 
agreement with them. 

 

 To receive the special rate, you must identify yourself as being a part of the Western 
North Carolina Conference (Group name is Wesley Memorial—Weekday Workshop 
Conference) and book by October 24th.  To make reservations, do one of the following: 

 

 Use the toll-free number 877-782-9444 or 800-774-1500.  Always refer to 
the Group name of Wesley Memorial-- Weekday Workshop Conference. 
    

 Call the Hotel directly at 336-881-1111.   Always refer to the Group name 
of Wesley Memorial—Weekday Workshop Conference. 
 

 

 Room choices that are available are:    
o 1 King Bed Deluxe ($114.00)   
o 2 Queen Beds Deluxe ($114.00)   
o The rates are for up to 4 people per room.   

 

 Amenities include:   
o Free hot breakfast 
o Free WiFi in each room 
o Each room comes with a refrigerator, a microwave, and a Keurig 

coffeemaker. 
             

 Please reserve you room by October 24th to get the special rate.  Unreserved 
rooms in the block will be released at that time.    
 

 If you have any trouble, please call Barbara Jackson at 704-534-4637 
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Conference Site/Lunch Information 
 

 

 

The Conference will be held this year at Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church.               
The address is:        1225 Chestnut Drive, High Point, NC 

  

We are not including directions to the church.  If you cannot access directions on line 
(MapQuest or Google Maps), please call the church office at 336-884-2204. 

 

 

If you need further information, call one of the people listed below… 

 

 

 

 Questions about Wesley Memorial UMC?    
 

 Call Susan Sumpter at 366-848-4128 or email her at 
susan.m.sumpter@gmail.com. 
 

 Call the church office at 336-884-2204 for questions about the facilities.  
 

 

 For all other questions about the Conference, including classes, registration help, or 
scholarships, call/text Barbara Jackson at 704-534-4637 or email her at 
blbjaxx48@gmail.com   

 

When you register online, you will be able to select a vegetarian meal for lunch.  
Unfortunately, a vegetarian option is the only alternative meal choice we are able to 
provide.  If you have further dietary restrictions, you will need to bring your own lunch. 


